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eS 0 a 
From the Philadelphia Reformer. 
PRIESTLY ARROGANCE. 

In reading the two last numbers of the “ Theo- 
logical Repertory,” printed at Washingtoa city, 
we have been a little surprised, to see the bold man- 
ner in which the Episcopal clergy have jately began 
to raise themselves up, and the lofty tone they have 
assumed. Our national representatives are made 
to smart under the scourges Jaid upon them, for 
electing an obnoxious chaplain ; and the President 
himself is arraigned before the bar of their tribunal, 
ind lashed in the severest manner, for not being 
regular, morning and evening, in his attendance on 
what they call public worship. Whether it is con- 
sistent with eur present Constitution to single out 
any individual, even in the most common rank of 
life, and fix a stigma on him, for not regularly at- 
tending worship in some sanctuary, so called, we 
leave for others to determine; but of this we are 
confident, that such a procedure is calculated to 
make many hypocrites ; while it will never make 
one saint. 

The practice of drilling or dragooning people into 
rcligion, in the way these men have attempted it, is 
It serves to 
produce in the mind an aversion and opposition to 
that holy religion, which ought and must be the 
free choice of every one who ever truly embraces it. 
ft was not by such means that Christ and the apos- 
tles brought people into obedience to the Gospel. 
And to pass over without notice and rebuke such 
overbearing and priestly assumptions, when clerical 


attended with the worst consequences. 


influence is in full stretch to obtain an ascendency 
in the government of the nation, would be a remiss- 
ness and disregard to the rights of the people high- 
lv culpable. 

Such is the pomp, formality and fashion, exhibit- 
ed in most of the meeting-houses where these men 
would wish an attendance, that it admits of a doubt, 
whether it is the Christian duty of any one to resort 
ty them ; but rather, is in duty bound to come out 
For wherein 
do the professed worshippers at these places differ 
trom the men of this world, except, like the Phari- 
sees,im mere external ceremonies and observances ? 
It is only this corrupted and degenerate Christiani- 
ty that courts the aid and the support of civil pow- 
er; for pure Christianity neither requires nor de- 
sires any such alliance. That this is what these 
inen wish, appears, without any disguise, in the fol- 
lowing extract from their Theological Repertory of 
last month, when speaking of the appointment of 
the obnoxious chaplain :— 

“We cannot take leave of this subject, without 





an expression of our feelings upon the indispensable 
necessity of the conjunction of pure Christianity 
* The ex- 
perience of every age, and the pages of all history 
concur in the sentiment, that permanent national 
felicity is completely dependent on the maintenance 


with the civil government of a country. 


and propagation of Christian truth ; and pestilential 
opinions—opinions which poison the fountains of 
morality and religion, are the secret worms which 
eat into the very beams and pillars of society, and 
undermine the principles of private happiness and 
public greatness.” 

[These men, as a matter of course, are to deter- 
mine what Christian truth is, and what ave pestilen- 
tial opinions—and if they obtain rule, and sway the 
sceptre of the civil power, how many of us might be 
pronounced heretics, and be consigned to dungeons 
or led to the stake, it ts now difficult to decide. 

We regret that the limits of our work will not 
admit of our making lengthy extracts from the ar- 
rogant and intolerant productions of the Episcopal 
clergy, in their Theological Repertory ; but a pret- 
ty correct idea may be formed of their character, 
from the following passages :] 

“It is asubject of general notoriety, that the 
election of a chaplain in congress occasions among 
most of the members but very little solicitude—that 
so far from feeling any concern in having a clergy- 
man of sound evangelical views [one of their own 
order undoubtedly] to expound the oracles of God, 
a large number would peaceably acquiesce in alinost 
any appointment, and any doctrine, though the ten- 
dency should be to rend asunder the essential prin- 
ciples of divine and human laws; could it only be 
done without the sacrifice of their dearest interests— 
their reputation in the opinions of their constituents. 

“Every real Christian knows full well, that, to 
ensure the blessing of Heaven upon our beloved 
country, it is of the greatest importance that our ru- 
lers should be men fearing God and working righ- 
teousness.”” [Orthodox, zealous churchmen, these 
men, no doubt, consider the right stamp. From 
such rulers, it becomes us to pray, “ Good Lord, 
deliver us.” ‘Tithes and other exactions would soon 
be established amongst us. ]} 

“That the members of either house of congress 
have a legal right to choose any character they may 
think proper for their chaplain, no one will presume 
to question. Nor will any one hesitate to admit 
that they have a perfect right, if they feel so dispo- 
sed, to rush down to everlasting perdition. But the 
propriety of their conduct in departing so widely 
from the prevailing religious sentiments of their 
constituents, by openly placing themselves, in thei 
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collective capacity, in opposition to the Redeemer 
of the world, will no doubt have its influence among 
the people, by increasing or diminishing the confi- 
dence which they have reposed in them. It is also 
a matter in which every individual of the nation has 
a deep interest, involving temporal and eternal con- 
terns.” 

[We are by no means partial to the principles 
against which these men have directed their force : 
but when we see manifested, much the same spirit 
which has shown itself in the church of Rome and 
among the Pharisees of old; and hear a public 
avowal that the civil government ought to be coupled 
with orthodoxy, in order by the force of law to ex- 
tirpate pestilential opinions, it becomes an imperi- 
ous duty to warn the community of the danger with 
which they are threatened. 

It is but too etident, that a high toned and impe- 
rious clergy already rule over the minds of a major- 
ity of the inhabitants of this country, from the cir- 
eumstance, that scarcely an individual dare attempt 
to withstand their intrigues and machinations. And 
if they can only elect a sufficient number of repre- 
sentatives of their own stamp, to alter our present 
Constitution, it is easy to perceive from these ex- 
tracts, that persons holding “ pestilential opinions,” 
would be punished with a vengeance. What might 
be termed pestilential opinions it is now iinpossible 
to divine, as this matter would be termed solely by 
the established order of the day—>but it is reasona- 
ble to suppose that every thing would be so denom- 
inated, which did not bring honour to the priest- 
hood, and favour their emoluments. } 

“ Notwithstanding the unchristian doings of the 
majority of the national representatives, [in electing 
a chaplain not sound in the faith,] we trust there is 
a redeeming spirit among the people.” 

“To leave this false step of our rulers to the con- 
stitutional remedy, in the indignant frown of an 
abused and insulted people at the next elections, | 
proceed to my main object, which is to assure you 
that you do not stand alone in giving your public 
testimony against this outrage upon all! Christian 
feeling and decency, or in the opinion that the per- 
sons whose tenets you have been constrained to no- 
tice, are in no shape entitled to the Christian name 
or character.”—* On ascertaining the fact, (the 
election of a Unitarian chaplain,) I lost no time in 
denouncing it in my own parish, and afterwards 
both in Richmond and Petersburg before large con- 
gregations.” 

{Here we see, after the most evident attempts are 
made to disparage the representatives of the na- 
tion, (because they have not had sufficient respect to 
orthodoxy in appointing a chaplain) a rod is held 
ever their heads, threatening them with their fate 
at the next elections. Has not the tyranny of 
priestcraft indeed already commenced its reign in 
this land! Where is an editor of a journal, or a ru- 
ler, that dare make a stand or a remonstrance against 
them, or expose their designs ? What a change has 
taken place in this country within a few years, since 
theological seminaries have been set up, and hire- 
ling and pompous priests have began to multiply ! 





Happily for this country, Congress, as yet, in a 
collective capacity, have manifested no predilection 
towards any particular persuasion. They have, from 
time to time, elected for chaplain a Baptist, a Meth- 
odist, Presbyterians, and members of the Episcopal 
Church. As the Unitarians are now becoming a 
pretty numerous sect in this country, why should 
not the members of Congress be allowed to follow 
the apostle’s advice, “ Prove all things,” as well as 
other men, without being subjected to such severe 
chastisement, and terrified with threats. We can 
view this conduct in no other light than a very high 
degree of priestly arrogance. It shows, moreover, 
that these men intend to rule and to be obeyed, and 
Congress, and all others, forsooth, must be vassals 
under them. Had a body of clergymen proceeded 
in the same manner a few years back, it would have 
brought forth the most severe animadversions from 
our public prints, and they would have been covered 
with shame and confusion: but now, such is their 
influence, such their ability to raise up os to put 
down, that we question whether an editor of a pa- 
per, or a candidate for office, will dare to touch upon 
the subject. If it has already come to this, what 
will it be by and by ? The number and the influence 
of the clergy are rapidly on the increase ; and, judg- 
ing from appearance, nothing remains for us, as 
things are now going on, but to prepare our necks 
for the yoke. 

We cannot dismiss this subject without once more 
calling the attention of the public to theological 
seminaries. To us they present a most threatening 
aspect, both in regard to pure Christianity and the 
liberties of this country. The religion inculcated 
by those instructed in these places of human inven- 
tion, (to say the least of them,) will only be the 
fashionable religion of this world ; and being more- 
over, themselves of the world, their chief concern 
will be to obtain the favour of the world, and secure 
its honours and emoluments. Therefore for the 
population of this country to contribute their mone, 
to erect these institutions, and lend their aid to aug- 
ment the number and add to the influence of high- 
toned and pompous clergymen, (seeking pre-emi- 
nence and demanding large salaries) is not only a 
violation of Christian principle, but it may be at- 
tended with the most fatal consequences, and put an 
end to our religious privileges sooner than we are 
aware. The whole system of manufacturing minis- 
ters in theological colleges by means of money, is 
radically wrong. It has no countenance in the ex- 
ample of Christ and the apostles, or the practices of 
the first Christians. Consequently, all who are pro- 
duced by such means, cannot be expected to be any 
better than false teachers; who, not being sent of 
God, will never profit the people, but aspire after 
earthly honours and emoluments, and seek to obtain 
the rule and government of the country. We now 
come to the lashing given the President, for not at- 
tending what is called public worship, extracted 
from the same work.} 

“There can be no doubt of the propriety of say- 
ing something in your pages of an example so pre- 
judicial to the people, as that which the head of this 
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Christian country exhibits, in relation to the duties 
of the sanctuary. It is much to be wondered at, 
that so little notice of it has hitherto occurred in the 
periodical publications of Christians. The truth is, 
that the President of the United States is bound by 
the interests of a soul, which undoubtedly can go to 
heaven but by that strait and narrow way which the 
most obscure of the people must tread; bound by 
the interests of his soul, as much as any immortal 
in the world, to be as regular, morning and even- 
ing, in his attendance on public worship, as the 
bumblest saint in the church of Christ. To comply 
with this duty, is a tribute of respect which he owes 
to the people of the United States, hundreds of 
thousands of whom have little suspicion that the 
first officer in the nation is one of their most defi- 
cient examples of attention to the external acts of 
the Christian religion. It is a debt which every 
patriot must feel, and every American President 
largely owes, to exhibit conspicuously a high respect 
and reverent attention to those public services of 
our religion, on the maintenance of which, every 
one that is fit for the station of President must 
know, such a large portion of public peace, morali- 
ty, and excellence, is dependent. The nation is 
deeply concerned in the estimate which its rulers 
appear to place upon the value of religion, and on 
the importance of a strict attention to all the Chris- 


tian ordinances.* The nation is deeply concerned [ 


in the examples of its rulers in every thing relating 
to that faith which is the only sure and lasting basis 
of all law, liberty, and morality ; and especially in 
the example of him who is placed at the supremacy 
of the government, and who, for the discharge of 
his high responsibilities, should not only be endued 
with all the qualifications of a wise politician, but 
with the ennobling, though rare endowments of a 
good Christian. It is a melancholy fact, that not 
only by the tenant of the Presidency, but by the 
majority of those who are the best able to value the 
utility of the public duties of the Church, and who 
well know their indispensable influence upon all 
those moral excellences of the nation which they 
are bound to promote, there is a very great and la- 
mentable deficiency in the conduct they show to 
the people in regard to the worship of the sanctua- 
rv, and by which the people cannot help bemg in- 
fluenced and prcjudiced. Of ail this the people 
have as good reason to complain, and as much right 
to complain, as if the authors of those examples were 
betraying the interests of the nation by an indolent 
attention to their political duties, or undermining 
the liberties of Americans, by sapping the funda- 





* The obvious tendency of such writings is to make people 
become hypocrites in religious profession, for the sake of 
getting into office. True religion eannot be forced into any 
one ; but hypocrites may be manufactured at wholesale, by 
holding out a prospect of honour and advantage by professing 
religion: and a set of hypocrites at the head of a nation is 
more to be dreaded than open infidels. 

We would wish to know of these men, if the President 
and members of Congress would be likely to govern this 
country any better, by becoming bigoted Churchmen, or the 
devotees of any sect? For practical Christianity, the main 
concern,seems hardly imcisted upon by these writers. Editors 





mental pillars of the national constitution. All the 
people know, that it is of vast importance to the in- 
terests of religion that examples of devout and regu- 
lar attendance on its ordinances be exhibited upon 
the high places of the country, so that the thousands 
who are accustomed to believe and act with an al- 
most exclusive reference to the creed and practice 
of their more learned or exalted neighbours, may 
have the telegraphs of their conduct full in their 
view, and (since they will live by imitation) may 
have well drawn models to copy after. 

{George the IV. we suppose, being head of the 
Church in England, exhibits what these men term 
an example of devout and regular attendance on the 
ordinances of religion: but we should consider him 
a very unfit model to copy after, notwithstanding. 
It will be observed, these men, as intimated before, 
say very little about experimental and practical reli- 
It is the outward part, concerning which 
they feel so solicitous. They are for making fair 
the outside of the cup and platter—the inside, with 
them, does not appear to be a matter of so much 
The rulers are to attend outwardly 
to religious services, so called, if it is only out of 
“respect to the people,” “to gratify the nation,” 
&e. &e. We have ever considered this 4 very poor 
sort of doctrine, and it is exactly calculated to fill a 
country with hypocrites. ] 

“To many of the public and principal function- 
aries of the nation, a very great degree of respect is 
due, not only on account of their offices, but their 
private characters. To the President, especially, 
should a very high respect be paid, because of the 
many excellences of his personal character. But 
this character of the President, so amiable, and in 
many respects so excellent, is that which urges, in 
the wishes of his Christian friends, that he would 
add another and essential ornament to his life, by 


gion, 


consequence. 


appearing regularly in the church as the strict and 
devout worshipper of God. Certainly, it is no great 
inconvenience to go from the government house to 
a neighbouring church. Certainly, it is worth while 
for the President, if no higher motives operate, to 
gratify the nation by making an exertion to get to 
the house of God, whenever circumstances on the 
Sabbath admit. Certainly, it would be more plea- 
sant to the feelings of a patriot and a Christian, in- 
stead of perceiving the usual emptiness of the Pre- 
sident’s pew, to behold it occupied, as it ought te 
be, on every occasion of public worship, by an hon- 
ourable representative from the palace.” 

[We do suppose it would be very agreeable to these 
church ministers, to have the President, and heads 
of department, show a high deference to their par- 
ticular religion, and regularly attend in what they 
term their sanctuaries; and also have their houses 
filled to overflowing with the citizens of Washing- 
ton, that their pews might be well rented out, and 
vield handsome annual revenues for their support, 
But it seems they cannot have things as they would 
wish. It is much the same with people in this coun- 
try as it was in Israel when there was no king, every 
one did what was right in his own eyes. Hence 
they announce to the public in their Repertory, 
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another very great grievance, as will be seen in the 
following extract :] 

* The different congregations in this « ity expes 
rience considerable inconvenience from the practice 
which prevails of holding public worship in the Cap- 
When Congress sat in the cities of New-York 
and Philadelphia, the official duties of chaplain 
were confined to the opening of the two houses, on 


tol, 


days of business, and terminated on their adjourn- 
ment at the close of the week. Not ‘mtil their re- 
uioval to this city, did the chaplain ever preach in 


the Hall of Congress, and the practice was introdu- 


duced here in consequence of a want of places of 


public worship, to which the members might resort. 
The necessity for the continuance of this practice 
is now done away, there being churches of all those 
denominations of Christians of which the two houses 
are composed. But no inconvenience would arise 
were the members of Congress to occupy the hall on 
Sundays, as on other days, to the exclusion of the 
citizens generally. But, instead of that, it is thrown 
open to all who are disposed to attend, and as there 
ave many in every community, who, like the Athe- 
nians of old, have “itching ears,” and are never 
satisfied without ‘telling or hearing some new 
thing,* the Hall on Sundays is made a kind of .Va- 
tional Religious Exchange, where, judging trom 
appearance, almosi every thing is carried on but de- 
votion.” 

“ All this, however, must be submitted to until 
congress, or the people, shall think proper to order 
things in a different manner.” 

This to be sure must be a very great grievance, as 
it subjects them to considerable loss 3 but while they 
demand such a price for their pews, we think it would 
have been as well not to have touched upon this sub- 
ject. In regard to the remark that almost every 
thing is carried on there but devotion, it may be pro- 
per to remind them, that in the opinion of very ma- 
ny, nothing much better is carried on in their meet- 
ing-houses, where formal prayers, dry sermons, cost- 
ly organs, and money gatherers, are all combined 
with the professed worship of Gad, which, to be ac- 
ceptable, must Le performed in spirit and in truth. 

—>—- 

Iddress.—A missionary work, recently publish- 
ed, with a view to anticipate objections, Kc. assures 
the public, that “ Large funds are easily managed !” 
That they have been easily obtained, by telling the 
people fine stories, &c. has been pretty evident. 
Our missionary projectors can manage large funds 
with considerable dexterity, we presume, trom the 
fact, that large as they have been, they grow surpri- 
singly small under their management! 





* The chaplains to the two houses this year are a Metho- 
dist and a Unitarian. Not unfrequently, however, preachers 
of different denominations passing along have meetings in 
the Hall of Congress ; and in several instances members of 
the society of Friends have held mectings there. For our 
own part, we are pleased to see such a liberality of senti- 
meut among the heads of department, and we think: it very 
well that there is one place where people can attend without 
paying pew-rent, or being saluted at the close of worship 
with a money gatherer Editors. 





FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT CONSIDERED 
(Continued from page 7.) 

I believe in a resurrection from the literal grave 
Jesus arose from it, and he was our forerunner. 
Many of the dead bodies of the saints that slept, 
arose, and appeared to many in the holy city, at 
the time of the resurrection of the body of Jesus. 
That there will be degrees of holiness and happi- 
ness, both mentally and corporeally at the resurrec- 
tion, is abundantly proved in the sacred pages. 
The apostle to the Corinthians, after speaking ot 
the different kinds of flesh, and different glories oi 
the heavenly bodies; observes, thus is the resurrec- 
tion. It is not my intention to treat on the doc- 
trine of the resurrection ; that subject would oc 
cupy volumes of itself. I just touch thereon, that 
the reader may more readily understand my drift, 
when I say, that different degrees of judgment will 
be extended to men at that day, who shall receive 
different degrees of purity, even in the body: all 
incorruptible—t. e. none inclining to corruption. 
That reference will be had on that day, to the doing, 
of good and doing of evil, is warranted from the 
words of Jesus hintself. “ Marvel not at this: for 
the hour is coming in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice,” &c. In my view, there 
is nothing more evident, than that Jesus meant 
here, literally, the grave. The language here, is 
different from that in verse 25—*“ The hour is com- 
ing and now is, that the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they that hear shalllive.” Ad- 
mit this text has reterence to them who are dead in 
trespasses and sins, and then discover the strength 
and beauty of the whole strain. As much 
Jesus had said; marvel not that they who are in 
possession of this present life, being dead in sin, 


as il 


who on hearing my voice shall live, and on whom 
Ihave authority to execute judgment—but I will 
inform you of greater power that the Father hath 
committed unto me: that my voice shall be heard 
even by them in the grave. “For the hour is com- 
ing (not now is) in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, to the resurrection ot 
life, and they that have done evil, to the resurrec- 
tion of damnation.” (xgesews judgment, or decision.) 
John iii. 20. As much as to say, my power ex- 
tends not only to the quick, but unto those also in 
the graves. All the sophistry that can be made use 
of, or false colourings that can be applied to the text 
above-quoted, cannot do away its real import intend- 
ed by its divine author. The apostle saith, “ For to 
this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that 
he might be Lord both of the dead and the living :”’ 
having reference to the verse preceding it: (Rom. 
xiv. 9.) That death which Jesus died, is that state 
in which those are, of whom he is Lord in conse- 
quence of his dying. Again, “ who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with him.” (1 Thes. v. 10.) 

All the judgments of God, whether here or here- 
after, are for the good of the judged; proceeding 
from him like the chastisements of a tender parent 
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towards his son, in mercy andin love. “ Zion shall 
be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with 
righteousness.” (Isa. i. 27.) I said above, that re- 
ference will be had in that day, to the doing of good, 
and doing of evil, not that I hold works to be meri- 
torious, but believing with James, that faith without 
works is dead; I hold, that the purity of a man’s 
conduct is a sign of the purity of his faith, and of the 
degree of the iove of God possessed in his soul. 
“ Without holiness no man can see the Lord.” If 
the head of the great mystical body he holy, must 
not the members be holy ? All beings either here or 
hereafter, must be placed in a situation to choose 
holiness ; and a choice consists tn feeling capable of 
refusing, whether or not. 

The above observations I have made to show it to 
be my opinion, that a judgment exactly proportion- 
ate to the deeds done in the body, will be extended 
to every creature; either here or hereafter; and 
have expressed it to be my belief, that with all it 
does not take place fully here. 1 feel warranted in 
this opinion from testimony drawn from the revela- 
tion of the word of God. ALETHEIA. 

(To be Continued.) 
REMARKS. 

The reader is requested to turn to our last Num- 
ber, to the commencement of Aletheia’s communi- 
cation. Our correspondent, it appears, considers 
the doctrine of endless punishment, jin a future 
state, to be one extreme, and the doctrine which de- 
nies any future punishment, the other. He admits, 
however, that “ As for the idea that God will pun- 
ish the creature beyond the grave for the sake of 
punishing him, is blasphemous to believe.” But 
he contends that millions of the human race die 
unprepared to enter the mansion of holiness and 
happiness. Now, we ask, What is the creature pun- 
ished in a future state for? A. has decided that it 
would be blasphemous to cherish an idea that God 
punishes the creature for the sake of punishing him; 
or, to answer no good end to the punished. But 
still they must be punished! We ask, Why punish 
them? Will punishment prepare the sinner for hea- 
ven? when we read, “For this is the covenant (not 
punishment) that I will make with the house of 
Israel ; after those days saith the Lord, J will put 
my laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall 
be to me a people.” Heb. viii. A prophet saith, 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple.” Will this prepare the sinner for 
heaven? If so, why try any other method? Why 
torment mankind in another mode of being, for sins 
committed in this, when the bare idea that God 
would punish them, for the sake of punishing them, 
4s blasphemous ? When we are assured by God him- 
self, that “ His law will convert the soul: that His 
testimonies will make wise the simple,” and that He 
“will put His laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts,” &c. You must admit that God will 
prepare sinners for heaven by putting his laws into 
their minds, and writing them in their hearts, and 
that His law will convert the soul, and His testimo- 





nies make wise the simple, if you admit the Book 
to speak the truth. 

Aletheia to prove his hypothesis, quotes, (or ra- 
ther marks for a quotation, not from the Bible, by 
the way) as follows—*.4s the tree falleth, whether 
north or south, as it falleth so it lieth.” And adds, 
“ As the person dieth, so he will be in the grave, 
until the resurrection morn. The preparation will 
be made by judgment.” This might pass very well 
ina modern sermon, but, it will not pass current 
for Scripture nor argument in the columns of this 
Paper! Our Bible contains no such reading nor 
doctrine. We read, “Then shall the dust return 
to the earth as it was; and the spirit to God who 
gave it.” Not “As the person dieth, so will he be 
in the grave, until the resurrection morn.” 

Aletheia again marks for a quotation the follow- 
ing—“ It is appointed unto men once to die, and 
after that the judgment.” There is a passage 
something like this in Hebrews ix. 27. “And as it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment; so Christ was once offered,” &c.* A 
introduces this to prove the judgment posterior to 
the present mode of being. ‘This will be a difficult 
matter. The reader is requested to turn to the 
above passage, and read its connexion. He will 
find the apostle was contrasting the priesthood of 
Aaron, (the dispensation under the law,) and the 
priesthood of Christ, (the dispensation of the Gos- 
pel) together. Not having room in our columns, 
at present, to enter largely upon this subject, we 
shall only examine and disprove A.’s view of this 
passage. 

First: The death spoken of. Rom. vii. 9, “ For 
I was alive without the law once; but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died,” 
ONCE! Again, vi. 23.°“ For the wages of sin is 
peaTH.” Again, v. 20. “Moreover, the law en- 
tered that the offence might abound ; that as sin has 
reigned unto death,” &c. Verse 12th, “ Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned!” Again, 1 Tim. v. 6. “ But she 
that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” 
Again, John v. 24. “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
he that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, (possesses it) and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life.” Can a man be dead, or pass 
from death unto life, or as Paul says, “I died,” 
without dying once? “It is appointed unto men 
once to die; but after this the judgment.” Second: 
The judgment spoken of. See John xii. 31. “ Vow 
(not in another mode of being) is the judgment ot 
this world; now shall the prince of this world be 
cast out.” The Scripture declares of God, “ All 
When a man is carnally 
minded he is dead. When he is spiritually minded 
he is alive. The dealings of God with his crea- 
tures, are his judgments. Under the Gospel dis- 


his ways are judgment.” 











* We earnestly request all our correspondents to read 
the Bible more frequently, and with greater attention, or 
not to quote from memory. Give us Scripture as it stands ; 
or, if you can prove the traaslation erroncous, do so, 
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pensation, Christ, the Mediator, judgeth the world. 
And if, about 1800 years ago, it was right to say, 
“ Now is the judgment of this world,” it is very in- 
correct to deny, in our day, that mankind are judged 
in this life, and that the judgment will not com- 
mence until a future period. 

A. gives his unbelief, in evidence, that all men, 
in this world, have not borne the same weight of 
misery, and enjoyed the same degree of felicity, &c. 
He then makes their morality their merit, and the 
balance, to decide their future happiness at the re- 
surrection, &c. Now, we think, A, on his own 
ground, must admit, that no necessity exists to pun- 
ish men in a future state, to make their conditions 
and sufferings equal; for he is disposed to treat 
them according to their deserts; and until he can 
prove that mankind are treated by God in a differ- 
ent manner from their deserts, in this life, he should 
let another mode of being alone, as respects his re- 
tribution system. We, however, submit to A, whe- 
ther he does not think he shall have suffered accord- 
ing to his demerits, in this life? We believe he 
will obtain an unanimous suffrage in favour of this 
opinion. It is only our neighbours who deserve to 
be punished. Wecan all see ourselves ina very 
different condition, in point of merit, from others! 

We now notice that part of his communication 
which is inserted in the present Number. A. must 
admit, notwithstanding his different degrees, at the 
resurrection, that all will be immortal. That is, 
have an endless life. That they will be tncorrupt- 
ible, invulnerable to decay, to sin, or any adultera- 
tion whatever. Now, if A. should sit in judgment 
on these immortal, incorruptible men, and condemn 
them to death, the sentence would be nugatory ; for 
they have the “ power of an endless life.” And his 
eriminations for sin, would be slander of the foulest 
and blackest kind; for they are in the heavenly 
image of Christ, their head, and incorruptible! An 
incorruptible, immortal, body, in power and glory. 
A spiritual body. We think A. had better not at- 
tempt to judge them to any punishment, for they 
cannot be made to suffer! , 

A. next quotes John v. 28, &c. His argument is, 
that the passage with its connexion reads, or ap- 
pears more beautiful with his construction, than 
with ours; therefore, sophistry can do nothing to 
destroy his conclusions! As men differ in their 
conceptions of beauty, and as we should like better 
evidence than this, to prove the proper application 
of the passage, we must dissent from A, at the same 
time taking the liberty to remark, that, if A., at the 
resurrection of the dead, was to experience the truth 
of his hypothesis, as relates to John v. 28, and find 
himself in an inferior and miserable condition, he 
would lose all sight of the beauties he now disco- 
vers in his comments! As this passage is a very im- 
portant one, it is proper to notice it particularly. 

The reader will please turn to John v. and exa- 
mine for himself, &c. At the 24th verse, we are 
taught that the believer is actually in possession of 
everlasting or eternal life. The 27th verse informs 
us, that Christ is to execute judgment. Then we 


in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion:” (judgment.) The reader is requested to com- 
pare this with Dan. x. 14.; xii. 1,2. T'o consider 
the time agreeably to Matt. xxv. Luke xxi. to be 
during the generation to whom the words were 
addressed. Rev. xiv. 6, 7. is illustrative of this. 
“ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of hea- 
ven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying, with a 
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory unto him; 
for the hour of his judgment is come,” &c. This 
may be considered the preaching of the gospel un- 
der the new dispensation, at the destruction of Je 

rusalem, and the judgment of Christ the Son. At 
Rev. xx. 6. we read, “Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection ; on such the se- 
cond death hath no power,” &c. John v. is a pa- 
rable; for without a parable spoke he not unte 
them. Daniel, and Revelation, are highly figura- 
tive. Mankind, previous to the advent of Christ, 
were, figuratively, in the graves. They were in 
darkness, buried beneath the ignorance of ages. 
When Paul preached at Athens, the emporium of 
Grecian science and literature, and taught the re- 
surrection of the dead, he was disregarded as one 
beside himself. Even the Jews were ignorant of 
the “life and immortality” which is “brought to 
light by the gospel.” It was then a secret. It was 
the mystery, which, an apostle says, “hath been 
hid from ages and from generations,” Kc. What 
figure could be introduced to illustrate this univer- 
sal ignorance and blindness, so appropriate as the 
sepulchre? None! 

It was at this midnight, this gross darkness of 
the human mind, that “a cry was made, Behold, 
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” 
Then the hour came, when all that are in the 
graves came forth, at the destruction of the Jewish 
dispensation, to the knowledge of the resurrection 
of the dead. Those that believe, (John v. 24; Dan. 
xii. 2.) that fear God, and give glory to him, (Rev. 
xiv. 7.) come to the resurrection of life ; (for he that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life,) and, 
agreeably to Rev. xx. 6. hath part in the first resur- 
rection. The first resurrection is the resurrection 
of Christ, who, says Paul, is “ the first born from 
the dead.” Thus mankind emerge from igno- 
rance to a knowledge of life and immortality, which, 
with every thing pertaining to our salvation and 
future glory, is predicated on the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead. But, it is only those who 
believe—those who have a part in this first resur- 
rection, on whom the second death hath no power. 
These, believing the record of God, believe they 
were crucified, buried, and rose with Christ from 
the dead! They cannot die. For their head has 
said, and they believe him, “Because I live, ve 
shall live also.” And inspiration declares, He “ hath 
the power of an endless life.” A life that cannot be 





read, “Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming. 


dissolved. They that have not done good, who 
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are carnally minded, and dead, are xgiwrws, judged. 
They come out of that state of mental darkness to 
the resurrection, (i.e. toa knowledge of it,) but to 
them it isa resurrection of judgment. They have 
no assurance. They deny the testimony of God; 
and on them the second death hath power. They 
have, in common with all men, believers, as well as 
unbelievers, experienced the first death, appointed 
for all men, which is the wages of sin; and now they 
are judged by the Spirit of Truth, whom he de- 
clared should come, and who, designated as the 
Comforter, “ will reprove the world of sin, because 
they believe not on me: Of righteousness, because 
I go to my Father, and ye see me no more: Of 
judgment, because the prince of this world is judg- 
ed.” John xvi. 9, 10, 11. 

“ Be it known unto you, therefore, men and breth- 
ren, that through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses. Beware, there- 
fore, lest that come upon you which is spoken of in 
the prophets; Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, 
and perish; for I work a work in your days, a work 
which ye shall in no wise believe, thongh a man 
declare it unto you.” Acts xiii. 39—41. 

(To be continued.) 
—{= > 
RECENT OCCURRENCES. 

The Anniversary of the “ American BrBie So- 
c1eTY” was celebrated in this city, at the City Hotel, 
on the 9th inst. Many speeches were made on the 
occasion, from which we extract the following— 
“The Rev. Mr. Waterman, from Bridgeport,” 
among other things said, “In that Holy Book 
which we receive as our inflexible guide, we are 
told that the leader of those apostate angels, who 
left their own habitations, succeeded in seducing 
the man of Paradise from his allegiance to his Cre- 
ator, into a state of rebellion, enmity and death.” 
We presume the reverend gentleman had one eye 
on Milton’s Paradise Lost, and the other on his 
own sermons. We never read, our Bible never 
told us, the story found in the reverend gentleman’s 
Bible. It appears that our mother Eve was the 
“ leader of the apostate angels.” It was she who 
seduced the man of Paradise.” Fine speeches, and 
fine poetry, stick closer to form than to facts ! 

Mr. Waterman eventually preached Universal- 
ism in his speech, as follows—He said, “ A world 
was lost.” He declared that “the coming forth of 
the Son,” &c. was “to recover the lost dominion.” 
He added that this “ was the eternal purpose ! ! !” 
Reader, you never heard Universalism preached in 
stronger language. “ A world was lost.” The Son 
of God came to “ recover the lost dominion.” Will 
he succeed? Yes. For it was God’s eternal pur- 
pose! Mr. W. concluded with the following lines 
of the poet— 

“ Haste, then, ye heralds, and with rapid wing, 
Wide o’er the world the beams of glory fling ; 
Descend, O Prince of peace, thy word bestow, 
Cleanse heathen souls from guilt and endless woe ; 
With all earth’s myriads Israel's tribes unite, 

And bid thy kingdom’s glory spring to light: 





The Gentile world no more in death shall mourn, 
Nor female victims the infernals burn ; 

But wak’d, reviv'd, by thy Almighty power, 

All realms shall serve thee, and all hearts adore !" 

Of all who made speeches on this memorable day, 
the Rev. Mr. Sommers had the largest views. He 
asks, “ What have we done to redeem the four hun- 
dred millions who sit in gross darkness and the sha- 
dow of death, ignorant of the precious Saviour, 
driven forward by errors the most destructive, vic- 
tims of a sanguinary superstition, which every how 
swells the catalogue of the dying and the damned ? 
Have we laboured, have we prayed for those souls 
with an ardour becoming the disciples of Christ ? 
Should the heathen, now perishing for lack of vi- 
sion, challenge us in eternity and say, These devour- 
ing flames which consume us, these ponderous chains 
with which we are loaded down, this dark and hor- 
rible abyss, we might have avoided through a more 
noble zeal of American Christians—we could not 
plead guiltless.” 

“ What have we done to redeem the four hundred 
millions?” &c. Now we can answer the reverend 
gentleman’s interrogatory. You, nor your com- 
peers, have not done any thing to redeem them! 
Never will you do any thing. You cannot redeem 
yourselves ; to say nothing of redeeming millions of 
people whom you never saw. Hear the prophet, in 
support of our declaration—* None can by any 
means REDEEM his brother, nor give to God a Ray- 
som for him.” 'The reason is assigned—* For the 
redemption of their soul is precious.” Psa. xlix. For 
ourselves, we must say, that we are disgusted with 
this religious vapouring. The voice of God, is, “ | 
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and, as a cloud, thy sins ; return unto me, for Jhave 
REDEEMED thee. Sing, O heavens; for the Lord 
hath done it,” Isa. xliv, 22. Therefore, the rev- 
erend gentleman can rest assured that the work of 
redemption does not depend upon them. They have 
nothing to do but to rejoice, and proclaim the glad 
tidings to all mankind ! 

—p-— 
GOLD-STREET CHURCH. 


“ And act thy children shall be taught of the Lord ; 
and Great shall be the peace of thy children.” 


In accordance with the sentiments and wishes of 
Mrs. Ann Eliza Swain, we publish the following 
particulars of her dismissal from the “ Gold-Street 
Church ;” as introductory to the subsequent letter. 

Mrs. Swain had been a member of the church 
above-mentioned, for a number of years; when it 
pleased God to enlighten her understanding to see 
the “mystery which hath been hid from ages and 
from generations, but now is made manifest to the 
saints.” The church, of which she was a member, 
coming to the knowledge of her change of senti- 
ments, deputed a committee to waiton her, and 
bring her back to the Calvinistic faith. After two 
interviews, which effected nothing, she was cited to 
appear before the church. On meeting the mem- 
bers, she requested the letter, of which the following 
isa copy, to be read ; that her motives and princi- 
ples might be properly understood, and fairly can- 
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vassed. This request, reasonable as it was, was un- 
ceremoniously refused! The Rev. Mr. Parkinson 
arose, and interrogated her, “ Do you believe in the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation?’ She replied, 
“I po.” Then,” said he, “ that is enough !” 

On the above, we remark as follows—“ There is 
nothing,” said the wise man, “new under the sun.” 
In the days of our Saviour’s incarnation, the same 
spirit dictated—the same disposition existed,— 
* Crucify him! Crucify him! Away with such a fel- 
low from the earth, for it is not fit that he should live.” 

The admirable consistency of Calvinists may be 
seen in the following—A member of the committee 
who waited on Mrs. S. declared, “I was once a 
Universalist myself, and believed in the salvation of 
all men.” <A few minutes afterward, he declared, 
* 1 do not believe any person ever believed in the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation !!!” 

When Mrs. S. was refused her request, she ob-J 
served, that her letter contained no testimony but 
Scripture. Mr. P. replied, “We know all that the 
Scriptures contain. We read them before we saw 
you.” ‘This lady was treated with disdain and con- 
tempt, and endured the contumely of a community, 
professing to be the “ meek and lowly followers of 
the meek and lowly Jesus.” We think farther com- 
ment unnecessary. But there is one fact connect- 
ed with this business which speaks volumes. Look 
at it. (Mr. George Wells, a member of the 
Gold-Street church, meeting, in company, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. a short time since, was accosted by Mr. S. 
with the familiar and friendly appellation of bro- 
ther :—“ Don’t call me BroTHER,” exclaimed the 
enraged and holy man, “TIT had rather the devil 
would come right up out of hell, and call me bro- 
ther, than a Universalist should call me brother!!!” 
We kindly inform Mr. W. that we think there is 
room for improvement ! 

-Vew- York, April 24, 1822. 
TO THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN THE CITY 
OF NEW-YORK: 

Brethren,—As I have been cited to appear before 
this church, and “ give my reasons for the hope that 
is in me,” I take the liberty of giving them to you 
in writing. The Scriptures declare, “God was in 
Christ reconciling the worLD unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them.” That “ He, by 
the grace of God, tasted death for every man.” 
God's will is, that “all men shall be saved, and 
rome to the knowledge of the truth.” And Christ 
says, “I came to do the will of the Father.” Paul 
says, “ Having made known unto us the mystery 
of his will, according to his good pleasure, which he 
hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather together in one 
all things 1x Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, even in him.” Now, if it is 
God's will, that all men shall be saved, and Christ 
came to do his will, (and the apostle has shown us 
that, according to his will, all shall be gathered in 
Christ,) U think, my friends, not one soul can finally 
be lost. God declares, that “ all nations whom he 
hath made shall come and worship before him.” He 


also says, “ Look unto me and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is none 
else. have sworn by myself, the word is gone out 
of my mouth, Righteousness, and shall not return, 
that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear, surely shall say, In the Lord have I righ- 
teousness and strength.” God has said, his “ ten- 
der mercies are over all his works ;” and, that “ his 
mercy endureth for ever.” 

These are a few of the many reasons I have for 
believing in the final happiness of all-men. We 
who believe these glorious truths, can say, with the 
apostle Paul, “ We both labour and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Sa- 
viour of all men, especially of those that believe.” 

Brethren, I rejoice in God, who has said, he will 
“wipe away tears from off all faces, and our iniqui- 
ties will he remember no more.” I look forward 
with joy, to the time, when death shall be swallow- 
ed up in victory.” Then will the triumphant song 
be sung, “ O grave, where is thy victory! O death, 
where is thy sting!” When all shall unite, with 
one voice, saying, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And 
every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and 
all that are in them shall we hear, saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto the Lamb 
Sor ever.” 

Brethren, I know that my Redeemer liveth. I can 
say with the apostle, My soul has entered into 
rest. The time will soon arrive, when “all shall 
know God, from the least to the greatest.” I rest 
my hopes on the Rock of ages; for I know he is (rue 
and faithful. 

A sense of duty obliges me to acknowledge to 
this church, and to the world, the sentiments of my 
heart, let the consequences be what they may! May 
the God of all grace bring you all to see the extent 
of his grace; which is the sincere prayer of your 
friend, Ann Exiza Swain. 

—~—>>—- 
SPECIAL NOTICE! 

The Editor of this paper establishes it as a general rule, 
binding on all Correspondents, that, in future, no communi- 
cation will be considered admissible into this Paper unless 


the passages marked for quotations from the Scriptures, are 
correct quotations. Therefore, it will be left optional with 
the Editor to insert or not, such communications as do not 
conforin to the above rule :—For our Prospectus declares, 
*“ The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, are the 
source from which alone truth is to be obtained.”” Our cor- 
respondents must see the propriety and expediency of this 
measure. The Scriptures are the text-book. And to quote 
for Scripture, and palm upon the world, the hackneyed say- 
ings of ignorance and fanaticism, can benefit no one. 
The above is not intended, personally, for any correspond- 
ent; but, collectively, for the whole ! 

——. 
N.B. In consequence of delay in the delivery of the 
Printing Press, manufactured for this Office, we were obli- 
ged to send our First Number to another office to be print- 
ed. The impression was very imperfect; and we consider 
this notice necessary, and suflicient, to account for its ap- 
pearance. In future, it isintended the Paper shall speak for 
itself ! EDITOR. 
(7 Our Subscribers must levy on their patience for this 
time. eae me delay in obtaining the Jrinting Press for 
this Office, deprived us of the pleasure of frraishing even 
our city subscribers with their regular Number on Satur- 
day. In future, we hope apologies, and their progeny, com- 





plaints, will be dispensed with. Editor 
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